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NOTES FROM THE PLAYWRIGHT
In 1991, fifty years after the attack on Pearl Harbor, I read about the s.s. Lurline 's
December 5th voyage from Honolulu to San Francisco. The description in the opening
chapter of Thurston Clarke's Pearl Harbor Ghosts struck me on two distinct levels. From
a theatrical point of view, the story read like an Agatha Christie mystery, complete with
a group of random people trapped together after a crime had been committed. From a
personal point of view, learning about the attack and its aftermath helped me to better
understand the many stories of hardship that my family has endured over the years . Thus,
the seed for this play was planted.
Over the course of the next two decades, I continued to research the attack and the
subsequent internment of first generation Japanese-Americans along the West Coast. It
made me sad to read about the 2,403 American lives that were lost during the attack, 68
being civilians. It made me sad to read about President Franklin D. Roosevelt's Executive
Order 9066 authorizing the imprisonment of over 110,000 "persons of Japanese ancestry,"
including entire families. After reading about the widespread hysteria and intense hatred
that began with one event and led to the other, only one thing made sense to me - love.
And so, at the heart of this play lies a love story, and not simply the one between Peter
and Sumiko. This play is a story of the deep love that I have for my parents, my grandparents, my "crazy" aunties, and the islands of Hawaii, the place where my parents were
born, my uncles and aunts lived, and my grandparents died. You can be assured that they
all speak through these characters.
During these most recent times in St. Louis, I feel as if we are all continually being forced
to recognize and define the differences that lie between us. However, I hope that we do
not lose sight of the ties that bind us. Like Mustard Seed's current season, I hope that we
will all continue to focus on the human stories of love and understanding that bring us
together. . .in the theatre and beyond. Peace and love be with us all.

Rob Maesaka

is a New York City native who is
thrilled to be returning to the Mustard Seed Theatre! He
was last seen onstage as the bartender and friend of Lucio
in Measure for Measure. Over the last 20 years of teaching
next door at Wydown Middle School , Rob has adapted seven
different classic stories with musical collaborator Jerry Estes,
including: The Prince and the Pauper, Treasure Island,
Around the World in 80 Days, Ali Baba and the 40 Thieves ,
Sadako and the Thousand Cranes, and The Canterville Ghost.
Their first script The Legend of Sleepy Hollow is available
from Shawnee Press . This is his first full length original script. Very special thanks to Mom,
Dad, Alan, CJ, Claire , Melanie, Deanna, Mary Ann, and the School District of Clayton.
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CAST
Charlie Barron has been acting professionally in St.
Louis for over a decade and has worked with many companies
in the area . Favorite roles include Norm in Suicide Inc . with
R-S Theatrics , Gideon in Playland with Mustard Seed Theatre,
Mike in Cherry Docs with New Jewish Theatre, Kip in Wonder
of the World with Orange Girls and Elliot in Nerve with Echo
Theatre . His next project: One Flea Spare with Slightly
Askew Theatre Ensemble. He would like to thank Mom, Dad,
Sis , Munchkin, Mark, Christopher, Monkey, Boogie, BB, and
Caitlin for their constant love and support. Go see a play!
Chuck Brinkley is very excited to be working with
Mustard Seed for the first time . He has seen almost every
production over the last two years , in large part because
of his wife Meg (see picture under Prop Master) and has
always been impressed by the quality of work presented.
Most recent roles include Mr. Zero from Adding Machine
The Musical with RS Theatrics, and Amiens from As You
Like It with St Louis Shakespeare. As always , thanks to my
boys , Ian , Connor, and Collin for their love and support.

Taylor Campbell is aLas Vegas native and is excited to
return to Mustard Seed as a part of another original production ,
having appeared in the premiere of The Human Terrain last fall.
He has his BFA in Theatre from the University of Evansville
and has been touring with the musical Oh , What a Night for
the last four years. Some of his favorite credits include Jesus
Christ Superstar (Jesus), Comedy of Errors (Antipholus
of Ephesus) and Jekyll and Hyde (Jekyll/Hyde) . Big ups!

Jeff Kargus is excited to be making his Mustard Seed
debut in White To Grey . He 's recently appeared in Magic
Smoking Monkey's Cannibal! The Musical and Stray Dog 's
And Then There Were None . He ' d like to thank Deanna and
Rob for the opportunity and the cast and crew for such a
memorable experience. Special thanks and love to Nancy!

CAST
Greg Lhamon is delighted to be in his first production at
Mustard Seed Theatre. Additional regional credits include St.
Louis Shakespeare's The Tempest (Alonso). Greg is a graduate
of Bradley University where he was featured in numerous
productions including: The Music Man (Harold Hill), The
Fantasticks (El Gallo), Waiting for Godot (Estragon), The
Glass Menagerie (Tom) ,and The Passion ofDracula (Dracula).
While in the graduate acting program at the University of
Illinois, Greg played Boniface in The Beaux Strategem and
Stephanoin Shakespeare's The Tempest. Greg has been married
for 26 years to his college sweetheart, Dedee. They have two daughters, Taylor and Rachel.

Ben Nordstrom* is

thrilled to make his debut with
Mustard Seed Theatre. St. Louis area work includes The
Rep (Macbeth, Next Fall, Title of Show), Muny (Billy Elliot) ,
Stages (How To Succeed ...), HotCity (Reality, Say You Love
Satan) , Variety (Little Mermaid), Arrow Rock Lyceum
(Cotton Patch Gospel, Into the Woods), OnSite (Trivia
Job), and Echo (Mary 's Wedding, The Ugly One). Regional
and New York work includes Alley (Equus), Cleveland
Playhouse, Great Lakes Theater Festival (Amadeus), Arvada
Center (Dirty Rotten Scoundrels) , Theatre Raleigh (Boeing
Boeing), and a bunch of off-Broadway shows you've never heard of. BFA - Webster
Univ. Member AEA , SAG-AFTRA . www.BenNordstrom.com. Love to Kristen and Sam!

Paige Russell is

delighted to have the opportunity to
be a part of a Mustard Seed Theatre production! She has
a Bachelor of Arts and Masters in Education from Drury
University. She 's worked with the Whitefire Theatre in
Los Angeles , Theatre Factory St. Louis (back in the day),
Tin Ceiling Theatre, The NonProphet Theatre Co ., That
Uppity Theatre Co., the Disability Project, and is SAG/
AFTRA. Favorite credits include Medea (Medea), The
Tempest (Ariel), and Measure for Measure (Isabella).
She's represented by Talent Plus and has appeared in
numerous web series, industrials/corporate films, commercials, and her favorite - home
videos of embarrassing moments caught on the down-low by her brilliant daughter,
Cheyenne. Joyful gratitude to Deanna and Rob for this incredible experience with a most
amazing cast and crew. Love and appreciation to her beloved partner and lobster, Jilly.

CAST
Fox Smith

has acted in both film and on stage around
St. Louis for several years. She has appeared in roles that
range from a Vietnam War nurse to a singing restauranteur
to the Elven Queen from the Hobbit. With a background as
a blues and jazz singer, Fox loves the art of performance
and is excited to work with Mustard Seed Theatre.

DESIGNERS & CREW
Robert Ashurst This is Robert's first time working for Mustard Seed Theatre. He
is a second year student in the BFA program in Scene Design at Webster University's
Conservatory of Theatre Arts. He has previously worked for The Opera Theatre of St.
Louis, The Repertory Theatre of St. Louis, and Tent Theatre at Missouri State University.
Maureen Berry

received her Master of Fine Arts
degree in Lighting Design in the School of Theatre, Television,
and Film from San Diego State University in 2008 and
received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Lighting Design and
Technical Theatre from The University of California Santa
Cruz in 2004. Maureen has designed lighting for theatre,
dance, opera, concert, and television. Maureen designs for
many companies around the Saint Louis area, including
recent designs with Union Avenue Opera, The Saint Louis
Ballet, COCA, Max & Louie Productions, The New Jewish
Theatre, and HotCity Theatre.

Meg Brinkley

Though resident Props Designer for
Mustard Seed Theatre, Meg works with many companies in
St. Louis, most recently Shakespeare Festival Saint Louis's
Henry IVIV and HotCity's The Normal Heart. Thank you to
Deanna, Michael and the whole FBU tribe for the support
and opportunities. Much gratitude and love to Chuck and her
three exasperating, wonderful sons . And coffee.

DESIGNERS & CREW
Dunsi Dai has designed both Off-Broadway as well as at
regional theaters across the country. The scope of his design
works include straight drama, musical, opera, experimental
production , children 's theatre , corporative theatre, and
special events . He has designed many sets for Mustard Seed
including Remnant (Kevin Kline Award for Outstanding Set
Design) , An Almost Holy Picture , The Good Times are Killing
Me , Tartuffe, Till We Have Faces, Godspell, Winter's Tale ,
Imaginary Jesus , and Jane Eyre . Dunsi is a professor of scene
design at Webster University.
Katie Donnelly is thrilled to be stage-managing
again at Mustard Seed . It is her home away from home
and she couldn't be more excited to be a part of telling
this story. She would like to thank the cast and crew
and you for supporting local theatre! Go See a Play!

Joee Gardiner

is pleased to be taking part in her
second Mustard Seed production and thrilled to be working
with such a talented and professional cast and crew. She's had
the honor of working with Hot City Theater most recently,
and has taken part in several Fontbonne Theater productions
as well. When Joee is not hard at work finishing her bachelors
degree in theater at Fontbonne University, she is working in
the theater, a passion she 's recently discovered she can't live
without. Joee would like to thank Deanna for this opportunity,
and her gracious and loving family for giving their support
and love to her as she fulfills her dreams .

Frances Garren is currently a theater student at
Fontbonne University and has been doing her rounds here
to gain experience in all things theater related. You might
have seen her collecting tickets for All Is Calm or on stage
in Nunsense . She really loves the opportunities that Mustard
Seed Theater has provided and looks forward to many more.
She hopes you enjoy the beautiful show that is White To Gray.

DESIGNERS & CREW
Deanna Jent is thrilled to open this world premiere
by Rob Maesaka! Deanna just finis hed directing the reprise
of the award-winning All is Calm: The Christmas Truce of
1914 at Mustard Seed and Nunsense for Fontbonne, where
she's been teaching since 1995 . She was named "Best
Director of a Musical" for All is Calm and for her 2011
production of Godspell, but is most proud of the many
award-winning ensembles she has directed over the years.
She has written stage adaptations of the novels Pride and
Prejudice by Jane Austen, Till We Have Faces by C.S. Lewis
and Imaginary Jesus by Matt Mikalatos. Her play Falling was nominated for a Drama
Desk Best Play award following its Off-Broadway run in 2012. Falling has productions
scheduled around the United States in 2014-2015 and has just been translated into
Portuguese for a production on Brazil in 2015 . Love to Steve, Lindzey, Chris and Andy.
Jane Sullivan

was a theatre educator at Jefferson
College for twenty -seven years before embarking on a second
career. She designed costumes for Shadowlands, Godspell,
Going to See the Elephant and All is Calm for Mustard
Seed Theatre; Intelligent Life, The Winners, Goodbye Ruby
Tuesday,The Divine Sisterand Reality for Hotcity. Jane has
also worked with ACT INC, Dramatic License Productions
and Ozark Actors Studio. She designed A Piece of My Heart ,
Eurydice,The Children's Hourand Nunsensefor Fontbonne
University. Jane has recently joined the Mustard Seed Theatre
staff. Thanks to Deanna and the cast and crew for this opportunity, and Michael, Mark and
Zoe for their encouragement, love and support.

Zoe Sullivan

recently graduated from Fontbonne
University as a Performing Arts Major. Previous Mustard
Seed Theatre sound designs include The Human Terrain,
Falling and Going to See the Elephant. Zoe also recently
designed sound for The Price and Hannah Senesh at New
Jewish Theatre, and for Entertaining Mr. Sloane at HotCity
Theatre. Many thanks to her parents and Jenny for the tough
love and for Deanna, Meg, Bess and "Hey You" for the
opportunities. GO SEE A PLAY!

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
SS Lurline
The SS Lurline, christened in July, 1932, was one of four cruise ships operated by Matson
Lines between the west coast of the United States and Hawaii in the first half of the Twentieth
Century. Matson Lines was the premier passenger line for luxury cruises to Hawaii until the
early I 960s when jet airline travel became affordable and cruise ships to Hawaii could no
longer compete for passengers.
The name, Lurline, is a poetic variation of Lorelei: a Rhine river siren (similar to a mermaid)
of German mythology.
The SS Lurline was indeed halfway between Honolulu and San Francisco on December 7,
1941 when Japan attacked the US Naval base at Pearl Harbor. Immediately upon arrival at San
Francisco, Lurline was pressed into military service as a troop carrier, along with all the ships
of the Matson Lines.
The four Matson passenger liners, Lurline, Matsonia, Mariposa and Monterey, completed
119 voyages and carried a total of 736,000 troops from December, 1941 until the Japanese
surrender in August, 1945.
After the war, Matson Lines refitted Lurline for civilian passengers for the then huge sum of
$20 million. Lurline resumed service to Hawaii in April, 1948 and continued until Matson
Lines sold her to Chandris Lines in 1963.
Chandris rechristened her Ellinis and used her for Atlantic and Mediterranean voyages.
Ellinis sailed until October, 1981 when she broke down for the final time off the coast of
Greece and was sold for scrap in 1986.
USSArizona
The USS Arizona was a second generation design (Pennsylvania class) battleship
commissioned in 1916.
After WWI the Arizona was transferred from the Atlantic to the Pacific Fleet and underwent a
comprehensive modernization that took from 1929 to 1931.
On December 7, 1941 Arizona was anchored in Pearl Harbor and suffered at least four direct
hits in the Japanese attack. The last bomb pierced the forward ammunition magazines and the
ship exploded in a cataclysmic fireball that actually blew out the fires on the repair ship Vestal,
which was moored alongside . Arizona burned for two days before the ship finally sank enough
to put the fires out.
Of the 1,512 officers and men on board at the time of the explosion, 1,177 perished. This was
more than half of the 2,403 servicemen killed in the attack.
The hull of the ship remains at the bottom of Pearl Harbor and is the centerpiece of the
National Park Service memorial dedicated to all who died in the attack. While no longer in
commission, Arizona retains the right, in perpetuity, to fly the United States flag as if she were
an active, commissioned naval vessel.
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